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EL PAULAR 120KM A SUCCESSFUL RACE FOR PARTICIPANTS AND ORGANIZERS

by Mare Elston 1 photos by Scott Trees

une 28, 2008, Puerto de El Paular, Spain: The re-

sults from the first ever FEI-sanctioned 120 km en-

durance race held in Spain’s Penalara Nature Reser-
ve brought forth a promising crop of young Spanish riders
who were qualifying for Spain’s National Team. Sponsored
by Al Shahania Stud of Doha, Qatar, this event highlights
the stud farm’s firm support of endurance racing around the
world and their dedication to the sport.

Held over June 27th and 28th, the 120 km race for adults
and juniors challenged riders and horses with a stunning
course through mountainous terrain and forest found in
this natural preserve. Located only an hour from Madrid,
the location was chosen both for its beautiful scenery as well
as its cooler temperature.

- Sn

g o

20k R

i%

-' ww'fuﬂonrabl c

-{J:_ “1

“We are thrilled to have sponsored the first running of the
International Endurance Valle de El Paular. We witnessed
a high caliber of horses and riders, and are very pleased
with the local support we received. We are confident this
race will continue to foster young riders talent, and we look
forward to our continued support of this race, as well as
others,” said a representative of Al Shahania Stud.

Located in an oasis outside Doha, the capital of the Ara-
bian Gulf state of Qatar, Al Shahania is one of the most
progressive and successful Arabian breeding and racing
establishments in the world. The impressive facility boasts
state-of-the-art equine breeding laboratory and barns, full
quarantine facilities, and lush pastures ideal for young,
growing horses. Currently producing an average of 20 fo-
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als per year, the farm is bree-
ding consistent quality flat racers as well
as endurance Arabians.

Keen to embrace the world’s growing interest and partici-
pation in endurance, Al Shahania has ambitious plans for
future event sponsorships as well as increased breeding efforts.
The inaugural International Endurance Valle de EI Paular
is the stud farm's first sponsored race in Spain.

The 120 km for Seniors had 30- starters with 17 finishers,
and 26 starters for the Juniors category and 12 finishers.
David Fernandez Vilar riding Enia won the Adults
race with a total race time of 06:23, while Uma Mencia
Uranga on Indian Tawfik won the Juniors category with a
time of 06:33. Norte Team won the Adult team race with a

winning average time of 06:29 and Team Equipo B won
the Juniors team category with a time of 06:33.

“This is the biggest thing
to happen in this village
in a long time. The race
was very well organized,
and it is a great opportu-
nity for our youth, as well
non-riders to get a sense
of what this sport is all
about,” commented a local
resident.

Accomodated in the histo-
ric Sheraton Santa Maria
de El Paular 15th centu-
ry Monastery and Hotel,
race participants and organizers enjoyed a lively cocktail
party pre-race, and an enthusiastic prize giving ceremony
wrapping up what was a fun filled weekend for all.

Al Shahania Stud, founded by HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Khalifa Al Tha-
ni, is recognized as an international racing enterprise. In all, 157 horses
reside at Al Shahania, predominantly of French lines, and the farm produ-
ces an average of 20 foals per year. In the 20 years since its inception, Al
Shahania has earned a place among the world’s great Arabian race stables,
helps define the standard for excellence in breeding of the Arabian horse.
Al Shahania breeds both flat and endurance racers, and is consistently
producing results-driven horses.




