Upon my arrival to Miles Buckley Training Cenfre, an amazing place in East Sussex well hidden from the rest of the
workd, a koud happy neighing that came from one of the bams made me feel most weicome, The feeling was enhanced
by a warm welcome form Miles, who invited me to his office. The fesling of apprehension before the recently
recommenced show season was in the air, Al members of the team, including Miles, were busy making sure everything
is buttoned up for the upcoming shows. While Miles was finishing a phone call, | had a bit of time to look around the
office and admire numerous trophies as well as amazing large portraits of beautiful Arabian horses hanging on the office
walls, | appreciated that during such a busy time, Miles not only found the time o satisfy the curiosity of cur readers by
answering all my quastions but also made me very happy by showing me around the stables and intreducing me fo some
of the beauties that he currenily hosts at his training cenire

Kamila: How has your adventure with Arablans began?

Miles: | was lucky o grow up surounded by horses. My family owned part bred Arablans and show ponles that were
shown al various county evenls, Al first, | observed my parents showing the horses, but when | grew up | decided to try
it mysell, During one of these local shows, a beautiful Arablan horse presenied al the adjacent ring caplured my
attention, | wondered over for a closer look and that was it! i was so captivaling that from this moment on, | have been
simply... sluck!



Kamila: What makes Arabian horses so special thal you
hawve chosen to work with this particular breed?

Miles: Their personality is amazing! They immadiately
caplure your attenbion. There is no doubt they are beautiful,
but thare s much more o tham than meets the aye, which
can be greal bul can alsa be a little challanging at timeas

(laughs).

Kamila: Svccess would not taste the same without
challenges! Let us talk about poople who become our
teachers and our inspiration to overcome all obsfacles
and to accomplish mora than we aver thought we could,
Who is your greafest inspiration and from whom you
hawve learnt the most about horses?

Milas: The hrst person that comes o my mind is tha lata
Ryan Jones. He was the onea thal mireduced ma (o tha warkd
of Arabian horse showing and taught ma a great deal about
training and condiboning a horse. After a long coopearation
wilh Ryan, | starled working with his brother. Since then, |
worked with many different pecpla, so | cannal really say
that | have leamt evarylhing from one parson. I was mona
of a combinead affort, but surely Ryan was the one that
ignited my passion for training and showing Arabians.

Kamila: His premature death was a great loss for the industry.

Miles: It was a tough time for us, We were all with him before the accident. Only a day later, | had to leave for Chantilly,
which gave me no time io recover. | cannot believe it has been almost a year now...

Kamila: Ryan was definitely one of these trainers who
have the ability to create a very special bond with the
horse. What is the secret of your success in this area?

Miles: | am doing my best to keep all my horses happy and
o undarsiand their individual neads and praferencas. Thoy
arz all conditioned ke athletes, but the methodology of
fraining wvares from one horse io another. IE is raally
mporiant o have consideration for their indosidual prufar-
ences. If a horse 15 morg anargetic by nature, | will make
sure it gets as much physical aclivity as possible. Some
horses require more lraining lo stay focused, bul once thaey
gel tired of schooling, | will give them more freedom and
opportunity 1o just be who lhey ane. In tha end, they are
horsas not robots and they need to be reated accordingly.
If you starl realing them ke machines, they will lose the
alliude thal i required lfor hem o be successiul in Lhe
shownng. The old saying 'less is mora’ 15 vary lrue aboul
many horses | have worked wilh. Less rammg and mons
tme spant o understand ther neads and to make them
happy will often produce much better results in the ring. This
tirme (hat you think you mighl be losing by just spending brme
with a horse rather than schooling i/ is often the best thing
that you can do 1o discover its full potentizal,
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Kamila: How many horses have you gof in fraining at the momeni?

Miles: Argund 40 in the show bam plus tha breeding mares, which makes a total of 70 horses,

Kamila: | bef it keeps you busy fo make them all happy! Taking into consideration thaf each one of them has its
own individual personality, it sounds like a lot of hard work.

Milas: Oh yes! Especially nowadays, when il is quile comman for a horsa to be moved from one lraining centre Lo another
or lo change frainers in every show season. All handlers wse thair own training technigues, which may confuse tha horsa
and sirangly affect s performance. These horses perform at their best when you make them happy and relaxed by
allowing them Lo just be horses. Overlraining often leads to the loss of atlilude, as thase horses already know it all and
there s not much more that you can teach them. Surely, as with most things in life, you wani lo achieve a good balance
between overtraining and nol braining at all. It is nol thal you can lsave them completely unatiended, bul you need o be
extra cautious not 1o losa the spark that ﬂ;‘%}; ""hu"JF‘ ;_'_._-i. best. hiy
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Kamila: It sounds like you spend a lot of
time with each of your trainees and | am
pretty sure that developing an emotional
connection with them is inevitable,
Unfortunately, after finishing their show
career, mosi horses leave training centres
to go back fo their owners. How difficult
are these farewells for you?

Miles: Always tough! Especially with cardain
horses Lhat become the special ones,
However, il is even harder for the team than
for mysall, as the day-lo-day roulines related
to laking care of the horses become an
inseparabla part of their lives.

Famila: You have mentioned that there are some horses that become very special to you. Of all the Arabians that you
“have ever worked with, if you were to name the one that is particularly close to your heart, which one would that be?

Miles: It is always difficult to name just one. Some many of them have become an important part of my life. A few years
ag0, | used to show an Arabian gelding called AJA Adonis (WH Justice x Sanadina by Sanadik El Shaklan) cwned by
" Charlctie Bowskill, He was very special o me as he was with me when my showing career began. During these four of
five years that | frained and showed him, we had so many incredible momenis together. | cannot remember him ever
“being beaten in a show and undoubtedly, his greatest achievement was to become Gold Champion Gelding at the All
Maticns Cup in Aachen, At the moment, he is enjoying his new home and his new career under saddle. It is always great
o see the horses being well taken care of and loved after their show career is finished. A bay colt named Duke Santonio
* ME (Santorini x Amaliaa by Magic Magnifiqua), with whom | won my first Waorld Championship, has also been very
special to me, Actually, the story behind our success is prelty amazing, It all started at the Towerands UKIAHS in 2014
where | first met Malik Momison, who later became my best friend. He approached me in the bam where | was clipping
a black filly foal Amaliaa (Magic Magnifique x Aziza by Arastin). Al the same show, Amaliaa became Gold Champion
% Filly Foal, As Malik and his family showed strong interest in starling their own breeding programme, | suggested that

with such an cutstanding pedigree, Amaliaa has potential for becoming a great brocdmare, The Morrisons followed my
advice and purchased her a few years laler. She was then bred 1o AJA Angelo (WH Justice x AJA Aaisha by Ruger AMW)
and Saniorini (Vervaldee x Lady Madonna by Psyches Spint), Duchess Amaiyaa DMC, the grey filly by AJA Angelo,
became Gold Champion Filly at Towerands UKIAHS in 2018 with the highest score of the show - 92 .80, At the same
show, Duke Santonio was silver o Admiral (Emerald J x Haniyyah by Psyladel). A few weeks later, he won the yearling
colts class in Aachen and was very close o becoming Bronze Champion Coll. After that, he was sold to Al Waad Stud
in Kunwait just before the European Championships, where he was second in his class. When the World Championships
came along, his astonishing performance amazed us all. | will never forget how proud and happy | was to win my first
World Championship with the horse bred by my best frend's family. It is worth noting that Duke is also the first horse
they have aver bred,
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Kamila: Looking at how successful
Adonis was, do you think same breeders m
the decision to geld too early sometimes?

| oy
Miles: Yes and no. Sometimes it may happan that
they geld too early but, on many occasions. they
do not geld when they should. In my opinian, theme
should always be a good reason not lo geld:®
Especially now, when so many stallions from all
over the world are available in the markel. The
wide-reaching availability of frozen semen gives
breeders the opportunity to choose any stallion
they like. In many cases, geldings have botler
opportunities for happier and more fulfilling life.
While many colts are just standing and not raally
doing much, they could be soma young kid's litte
dream (o show ar nde, which obviously becomes
mdare complicated with a stalion

Kamila: Do you ride Arabians?
Miles: Mol as often as | would like o, With all the training and preparation for the shows, there is barely any spare time

laft for leisure. Unfil the cutbreak of Coronavirus, championships were held almost every week all vear round. There is
naver time o stop, but this is one of the things | love about it! | really look forward to the next show.

Kamila: | cannot blame you! Do you remembaer the first show that you took part in?

Miles: | do indead. | did a few local shows bafora thal, bul my first proper show was with Ryan, where | helped him 1o
take one of the filies to the championships. Interestingly enough, she baat tha filly that he showed. It was quile a
surpnse!

Kamila: Are you nervous before the show? Does /i
become less stressful with time and experfence?

Mites: Most of the tima | get exated rather than nenous
Obwviously, thane ane moments when you think: this will ba
really interesting! However, challenging situations make
m become more compelilive rather than stressed, which
to ma iz a good thing as it helps me to keep my
compasurg throughout the show. (1 is all the preparation
pricr 10 the show that usually makes me nenous. When |
am already there and competing, | enjoy it a fot!

Kamila: Another compotition: World Championships 2079, How did you fool when Adham Sagr (Imperial Madori
x Amoera Saqr by Shaheon) was named Bronze World Champion Stallion and Best Egyptian Male?

Miles: Amazing fealng! We ware very happy with his performance in the showring. Il is a gongeous horse, bul showing
is nol necessarily his favourite thing to do {laughs). It depends on whether b is in a mood Tor showang. Luckily, on that
day evarything wanl great.

Kamila: Did you expect [t?
Miles: No, at least not uniil his performanca in the class. With his great result of 92.50, | knew there was a chanca
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Kamila: Does it make you even more competitive in the championships? L

Miles: Always! If you were there, you probably saw me leasing Adham with Hariry Al Shagab (Marwan Al Shagab x White |

Silkk by Dakar El Jamaal) presented by Michael Byatl. When he gets teased, he is amazing Lo lcok at.

Kamila: For sure this was lough compalition!

Miles: Tha fight for the bronze medal was really between him and EKS Mansour (ERS Alihandro x EKS Phateena by
WHN Star of Antigua). The judges voled the same for bolh, but Adham Saqr had a higher score in the class. Suraly, it
could have gone aither way. Itis not only hard work, sometimes you nead a bit of luck.

Kamila: We have talked a lof about wins. Which of them wowld you consider your greatest professional
achigvamant?

Mies: Definitaly the first World Championship with Duke Santonio, due to the whole siory behind it and the pressure (o
make it happen. | must admit that winning two Word Champicnships two years in a row is quite an achievement o me.

Kamila: Apart from winning in the shows, have you got any other dreams in relation fo horses?

Milas: Just 1o enjoy what | arm doing! We are lucky 1o be here, in this amazing location. My priority now is to keep growing
the business by building and maintaining good refationships with my cents, It is very imporiant not to forget about the
people that you started with, which may happen when you grow 1o this size. My motio is o keep all the horses and people
around me happy and content. | am trying nol to look million miles ahead and 1o enjoy what | already have. That is really
all | nead!

Kamila: In terms of the growth, where do you see yourself in 5 years in the Arabian horse industry?

Miles: Al the moment, | am focusing on the breading side of the business. | would like 1o lake the growth in this direction
50 thal we are nol only a lraining centra, bul also a breading station. We have mares for breeding and loaling as well as
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Kamila: Have you ever
thought of becoming a
breeder yourself?

Milas: In the long lerm - yes,
but right now | am so busy that
I am not going 1o throw mysed
into it just yet. | already bred a
few foals and they have dong
well in the championships, but
if wvou breed something special,
you rarely have time to show it
as your clienls’ horses fake
priority.

Kamila: You were one of the contenders of the Evropean edition of the Aljassimya Online Show. From a trainer’s
perspective, how online shows are different to the regular championships? Do you think it is the new way of
showing horses going forward?

Miles: As a show, it is really difficull to judge a horse from a video and | do not think it will be the new way of showing
horses going forward, | agreed io teke par in it because | wanled to support Arabian Insider in this great iniliative o
make it possible for the people o enjoy horses while there is no possibility to attend a standard show, We were really
pleased 1o support the show and grateful o the Arabian Insider team for all their effort,

Kamila: Apart from a high number of shows being cancelled, are you observing any other effects of the Cowid-
18 situation on the Arabian horse industry? Do you think that it may reshape the indusiry as we know it? in your
opinion, are many breeders and horses going to be affected if the sitvation continwes for longer than expecled?

Miles: | can only speak for myseli, but we sold more horses and more breedings this year than in previous years, We
are also working on a very interesting and exciting project in Saudi Arabia. It is a good sign because the economic crisis
is something we would prefer to avoid. Obviously, there is still a bit of uncertainty in the market and people tend to be
more cautious about gpending money, bul it seems (o be going in the right direction. It is probably more challenging for
small breeders, but some training centres as well as large farms are Irying 1o give them as much support as possible. A
scheme aimed at promaoting and supporting Eurcpean breeders is part of the new Saudi project that | have mentioned.
Less known breeders will be given a chance to bring selected horses to the Middle East, which could give the horse and
its breeder some recognition

Kamila: Can you please share more details on this exciting project with us?

Mites: Of course! We are very excited aboul it. The project is about establishing a new training cenlre in an amazing
location; about 6 hours' drive from Abu Dhabd, 3 hours’ drive from Kuwait and Doha, and about an hour drive from
Bahrain. The idea comes from one of our Saudi Arabian clents, Salayel Stud, who leased Bebars El Farida (Imperial
Baarer x Salma by Hoyal Colours) and Saeid El Fanida (Madeen Al Nakeab x Imaila) from El Fanda Stud. Both stallions
were shown in the Ashargia Gull Straight Egyptian Arabian Cup this year, where Bebars and Saeid become Gold and
Silver Champion Stallion respectively. After the show, | wenl to have a look at the farm, which is an amazing place with
its own breeding clinic and vetarinary. | have nol seen a facility ike that anywhere else. We are having a new barn buiil
right now and this exciting venture should be ready to go for the upcoming Middle East show season,




Kamila: What are your impressions after Menton, which was the firsf major show (o be held aftar Covid-18 shint
the entire world down'?

Miles: Firsi of all, it is great (o be back in the showring. | am extramely prowd and happy with tha results of all our haorses
Silver Chamgpion Stallion for Roe Lateel (Gazal Al Shagab x ZT Ludjbrosiaa by Ludjin El Jamaal) was a truly special
moment as it was my first madal won in Menton, | am aternally grateful to my team for all the effor! during the show as
well as back al the farm. Thesa special moments would nol happen without their hard work and dedication,

While wisiting tha stables, | ¢ould not help bul nolica that the motio to keep evenyone around happy and content, kiles
puls into praclice, The membars of his team wera all working with 8 smile on their faces. A happy neighing was an
irresislibla invilation for ma o ceddle all the gorgecus horses thal al presant call this beauwtiful farm their home, | liIngarad
for a moment in front of the amazing Adham Sagr, the 2018 Bronze World Champion, whose fashionable hairstyle made
me & bil jealous! The fealing of jealousy was quickly eplaced with love and admiration, as his kind and swesl disposilion
immediately meftad my hearl. On my way home, | was thinking aboul Miles's recipe for success and [ armved at a
conclusion that his urgu to mamaqrnrraarmmd him happ;.rpays ull'wail Whanhurﬂﬂam happy, they are mare likely
vibes make Mile
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